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" that no Minister had done more than Marschall to awaken some understanding of the political and economic disadvantages of our not having a fleet, before the period of systematic popular instruction which began with the appointment of Admiral Tirpitz to the Admiralty." * His long exile in Constantinople had brought the statesmanlike qualities of this outstanding mind to full maturity, when the Emperor nominated him in May, 1912, to succeed Count Wolff-Metternich in the most important foreign political post of the Empire.
Contrary to his predecessor Freiherr von Marschall immediately began to study seriously the -concrete numerical and constructional proportions of both navies, without a knowledge of which it was imopssible to deal properly with England. In this endeavour he came to see me shortly before his departure for London, and in the course of a long conversation we achieved perfect unanimity with regard to the naval policy to be pursued. Marschall had been recognized as an equal opponent by the English statesmen at the second Hague Conference in 1907, as well as during his successful activities in Constantinople. There he had had occasion to observe the power of England at one of its international focuses, and he had succeeded in getting the better of the English at the Sublime Porte. His appearance in London now interrupted for a time the German method of running after the English and being impressed by their ways. Marschall
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